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ELG Early Art Role of the Adult 

ELG: Fine Motor Skills  

Children at the expected level of development will:  

• Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – 
using the tripod grip in almost all cases.  

• Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint 
brushes and cutlery. 

• Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.  

ELG: Creating with Materials  

Children at the expected level of development will:  

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, 
form and function.  

• - Share their creations, explaining the process they have 
used. 

• Make use of props and materials when role playing 
characters in narratives and stories.  

 Art in the Early Years Foundation Stage is characterised by high-
quality adult interactions, purposeful planning and a strong 

emphasis on creativity and skill development. Practitioners model a 
range of artistic techniques, including drawing, painting, colour 

mixing, cutting and joining, ensuring children are explicitly taught 
how to use tools safely and effectively. High-quality vocabulary is 

introduced and consistently reinforced to support children in 
describing their work and developing a shared language of art. 

Children are given regular opportunities to observe closely, 
experiment with materials and represent their ideas, experiences and 

imagination through a variety of media. Learning is carefully 
sequenced to develop specific skills over time, while still allowing for 
open-ended exploration and individual expression. Adults skilfully 

scaffold learning, knowing when to intervene and when to step back 
to promote independence and creativity. Children are exposed to a 

range of artists, styles and cultural influences to broaden their 
understanding and inspire their own work. Art experiences are 

meaningfully linked to children’s interests, stories and wider themes, 
and practitioners engage children in purposeful dialogue to extend 

thinking and vocabulary. The process of creating is valued alongside 
outcomes, with children encouraged to reflect on and talk about 

their work, developing confidence, resilience and a strong sense of 
themselves as creative individuals. 

In early years adults lead learning in a number of ways. Firstly, by 
organising an enabling environment with continuous provision with 
which children become familiar. Adults plan learning experiences for 
all children to access, enhance the indoor and outdoor environment, 
respond and react to children’s interests and extend learning through 
high quality interactions with children during play.  

Adult Led Sessions linked to Kapow Units of Work  
• Adult models how to observe facial features closely using a mirror and demonstrates how to represent them in a drawing. 
• Adult teaches children how to use different drawing tools effectively to create lines, shapes and detail. 
• Adult supports children to notice proportions and placement of facial features through guided questioning and demonstration. 
• Adult introduces vocabulary linked to portraits such as features, expression, detail and proportion. 
• Adult provides step-by-step guidance for children who need support while encouraging independent interpretation. 
• Adult models cutting, joining and assembling materials safely and effectively. 
• Adult teaches children how to select appropriate materials for their design and purpose. 
• Adult demonstrates techniques for layering, sticking and combining materials in collage work. 
• Adult supports children in developing fine motor skills through guided crafting activities. 
• Adult introduces creative vocabulary such as texture, pattern, mix and design. 
• Adult encourages children to plan and talk through their ideas before creating. 
• Adult encourages children to talk about their portraits and describe what they have drawn in their portraits (happy, sad, surprised) and discussing facial expressions. 
• Adult models how to manipulate clay using techniques such as rolling, pinching and shaping. 
• Adult demonstrates how to join clay pieces securely using pressure and blending techniques. 
• Adult teaches children how to add texture and detail using tools and natural materials. 
• Adult supports children in observing minibeasts closely to inform their sculptures. 



• Adult introduces vocabulary such as sculpture, texture, form and structure 
• Adults use high-quality examples or artists’ work to inspire and demonstrate techniques. 
• Adults encourage children to evaluate and talk about their own and others’ artwork. 
• Adults provide scaffolding and support where needed, gradually reducing help to promote independence. 
• Adults ensure activities are linked to themes, stories or children’s interests to make learning meaningful. 



  

Provision and Enhancements 
 

Indoors Outdoors 
• A wide range of art materials is continuously available (e.g. paints, 

crayons, pencils, felt tips, chalks, collage materials). 
• Children are able to freely access and select tools to support independent 

creative expression and mark-making. 
• Creative areas are well-resourced with open-ended materials that 

encourage experimentation (e.g. boxes, fabric, natural materials, 
recyclables). 

• Opportunities for drawing and painting are available daily, allowing 
children to practise skills repeatedly over time. 

• Drawing materials are available across provision to encourage purposeful 
mark-making in different contexts (e.g. clipboards, coloured paper/card) 

• Displays of artwork and artists’ work inspire children and encourage pride 
in their own creations. 

• Tools and materials are organised to promote independence, choice and 
responsibility in using and tidying resources. 

• Opportunities are provided for children to revisit and refine their artwork 
over time. 

• Children are encouraged to talk about and evaluate their creative work, 
developing language for art. 

• Outdoor art supports both fine and gross motor skills through large-scale 
mark-making (e.g. painting walls, chalking, water painting) and tool use 
such as brushes, rollers, sticks and sponges, developing strength and 
control. 

• Creating freely on a larger scale. They learn to collaborate on shared 
outdoor artwork and take pride in their creative achievements. 

• Children explore shape, pattern, symmetry, space and measure through 
outdoor art activities such as printing, arranging natural materials, and 
creating large-scale designs. 

• Children use natural and outdoor materials (e.g. sticks, leaves, stones, 
mud, water) to explore texture, change and the environment, developing 
curiosity and understanding of the world around them. 

 
 
 
 

Links to Other EYFS Areas of Learning 
• Communication and Language – Through discussing their artwork, children develop vocabulary to describe colour, texture, shape, pattern and technique. They 

learn to explain their ideas, listen to others’ interpretations, and respond to questions about their work. 
• Physical Development – Art supports the development of fine motor control, hand–eye coordination and strength through using tools such as pencils, 

paintbrushes, scissors and collage materials. These skills directly support handwriting and overall physical dexterity. 
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development – Art provides opportunities for self-expression, creativity and individuality. Children build confidence by sharing 

their work, making independent choices, and developing resilience when experimenting and refining their ideas. 
• Literacy (Writing ELG links) – Children use drawing and mark-making as a foundation for writing, representing ideas, stories and experiences before using 

letters and words. Art supports composition skills through storytelling, sequencing and symbolic representation. 
• Mathematics – Children explore shape, pattern, symmetry, size, space and measurement through artistic activities. They begin to notice mathematical 

relationships when creating repeated patterns, arranging shapes, or comparing sizes. 
• Understanding the World – Art enables children to explore people, places, cultures and natural environments. They use a range of materials to represent their 

experiences and are introduced to artists, styles and techniques from different times and cultures. 
 

 

 


