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ELG Understanding the World 

Understanding the world involves guiding children 

to make sense of their physical world and their 

community. The frequency and range of children’s 

personal experiences increases their knowledge 

and sense of the world around them – from visiting 

parks, libraries and museums to meeting important 

members of society such as police officers, nurses 

and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad 

selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems 

will foster their understanding of our culturally, 

socially, technologically and ecologically diverse 

world. As well as building important knowledge, 

this extends their familiarity with words that 

support understanding across domains. Enriching 

and widening children’s vocabulary will support 

later reading comprehension. 

 

Role of the Adult 
ELG: People, Culture and Communities Children 

at the expected level of development will: • 

Describe their immediate environment using 

knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 

non-fiction texts and maps. • Know some 

similarities and differences between different 

religious and cultural communities in this country, 

drawing on their experiences and what has been 

read in class. • Explain some similarities and 

differences between life in this country and life in 

other countries, drawing on knowledge from 

stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – 

maps. ELG: The Natural World Children at the 

expected level of development will: • Explore the 

natural world around them, making observations 

and drawing pictures of animals and plants. • 

Know some similarities and differences between 

the natural world around them and contrasting 

environments, drawing on their experiences and 

what has been read in class. • Understand some 

important processes and changes in the natural 

world around them, including the seasons and 

changing states of matter. 

 
 
 

In early years adults lead learning in a 
number of ways. Firstly, by organising an 
enabling environment with continuous 
provision with which children become 
familiar. Adults plan learning experiences for 
all children to access, enhance the indoor and 
outdoor environment, respond and react to 
children’s interests and extend learning 
through high quality interactions with 
children during play.  

Adult Led Sessions 
Adult led sessions exploring seasonal change also linked to early Science 



Local area and the language of comparison regarding locations outside of our local area 

Book spine reading skills links to stories in other places e.g. Binny’s Diwali Autumn term The Great Race Spring term Handa’s hen Summer 
term 

Provide experiences in the local area to highlight here children live and attend school eg. Trip to Tesco for vegetable soup ingredients, St 
John’s church at Christmas, minibeast hunt in Holliday Park 
Model drawing maps often linked to a book (story mapping)  

  



Provision and Enhancements 
Indoors Outdoors 

Reading area and selection of books – compare and contrast stories 
including geographical features of settings and whether they are real 
or imagined 
e.g. create maps and routes from a story eg the farmyard in what the 
ladybird heard.  
Small world and construction (small scale) 
 
 

Sand: comparative language and coastlines 
Small world and construction (large scale) 
Construction kit models e.g. vehicles and discussion about travel 
Water: where naturally occurs etc 
Weather and seasons 

Seasonal change- making observations 

Mud kitchen: properties of soil and sand 

Links to Other EYFS Areas of Learning 
ELG: Listening, Attention and Understanding Children at the expected level of development will: • Listen attentively and respond to what they 
hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions. • 
Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding. • Hold conversation when engaged in back-
and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. ELG: Speaking Children at the expected level of development will: • Participate in small 
group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary. • Offer explanations for why things 
might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate. • Express their 
ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher. 
 

 
 


