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ELG Understanding the World 

Understanding the world involves guiding 
children to make sense of their physical world 

and their community. The frequency and 
range of children’s personal experiences 

increases their knowledge and sense of the 
world around them – from visiting parks, 

libraries and museums to meeting important 
members of society such as police officers, 

nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening 
to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, 

rhymes and poems will foster their 
understanding of our culturally, socially, 
technologically and ecologically diverse 

world. As well as building important 
knowledge, this extends their familiarity with 

words that support understanding across 
domains. Enriching and widening children’s 

vocabulary will support later reading 
comprehension. 

 

Role of the Adult 
Understanding the World ELG: Past and 
Present Children at the expected level of 
development will: • Talk about the lives of the 
people around them and their roles in society. 
15 • Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read 
in class. • Understand the past through 
settings, characters and events encountered in 
books read in class and storytelling. 
 
 
 

In early years adults lead learning in a 
number of ways. Firstly, by organising an 
enabling environment with continuous 
provision with which children become 
familiar. Adults plan learning experiences for 
all children to access, enhance the indoor and 
outdoor environment, respond and react to 
children’s interests and extend learning 
through high quality interactions with 
children during play.  

Adult Led Sessions 
➢ Mixture of taught experiences e.g. personal history in autumn term 
➢ Recounting experiences like visit to Tesco 
➢ Regular sharing of news through Tapestry 
➢ Modelling vocabulary of retelling experiences linked to time 

  



Provision and Enhancements 
 

Indoors Outdoors 
Photographs on display (mixture of work to prompt, photos of first 
day to compare things like hair length – growth and change) 
Egg hatching – chronology  
Caterpillar growth 

Plant growth 

Discuss on change and comparison (old and new – wooden toys 
compared to plastic) 
Home corner: role play – pretend to be older links to jobs and careers 

Photographs on display (mixture of work to prompt, photos of first 
day to compare things like hair length – growth and change) 
Sand pit (dinosaurs leads to natural discussions about comparisons) 
Mud kitchen – wide range of tools – plastic, wood, crockery – 
language of comparison 
 

Links to Other EYFS Areas of Learning 
ELG: Listening, Attention and Understanding Children at the expected level of development will: • Listen attentively and respond to what they 
hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions. • 
Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding. • Hold conversation when engaged in back-
and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. ELG: Speaking Children at the expected level of development will: • Participate in small 
group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary. • Offer explanations for why things 
might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate. • Express their 
ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher. 

 
 


