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ELG Understanding the world 

Understanding the World in the EYFS is about 
helping young children make sense of the 
people, places, technology, and environment 
around them. It supports children to explore 
their immediate world through first-hand 
experiences, observation, play, and discussion, 
encouraging curiosity and asking questions 
about how things work and why things 
happen. Through this area, children begin to 
understand their family, community, different 
cultures and traditions, the natural world, 
and everyday technology, helping them 
develop respect for others and an awareness 
of the wider world beyond their own 
experiences. We link RE and follow the 
Durham Agreed Syllabus, across the year we 
look at a range of festivals and celebrations.  

Role of the Adult 
Know some similarities and differences 
between different religious and cultural 
communities in this country, drawing on 
their experiences and what has been read in 
class.  
 
Explain some similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in other 
countries, drawing on knowledge from 
stories, non-fiction texts and (when 
appropriate) maps. 
 
 
 

In early years adults lead learning in a 
number of ways. Firstly, by organising an 
enabling environment with continuous 
provision with which children become 
familiar. Adults plan learning experiences for 
all children to access, enhance the indoor and 
outdoor environment, respond and react to 
children’s interests and extend learning 
through high quality interactions with 
children during play.  

Adult Led Sessions 
➢ RE is taught as blocked adult led sessions every half term in line with Durham agreed syllabus 
➢ Story time – exploring religion and cultures.  
➢ Cookery – making and eating festive food e.g. making Challah Shabbat.  
➢ Whole school church visit for Christmas. 
➢ Crafts linking to festivals and celebrations e.g. diva lamps for Diwali, lanterns for Chinese New year.  
➢ Circle-time resources for discussing beliefs, values, and feelings 

  



Provision and Enhancements 
Indoors Outdoors 

Small word areas – linked to current area of learning, e.g. an 
animal/farm set up or a nativity set up at Christmas.  
Creative area – Crafts linking to festivals and celebrations. 
Writing area – sequencing activities, writing prompts and 
opportunities.  
Reading area – exploring books from book spine linked to other 
cultures.  
Music and instruments linked to religious celebrations. 
Visual displays showing festivals, places of worship, and family 
traditions. 
Reflection or quiet area for thinking, listening, or calm time. 
Photographs of children’s own celebrations and special events shared 
through Tapestry platform. 

Gardening – planting, life cycles, linking to festivals and celebrations 
– e.g. signs of Spring linking to Christian Easter 
Outdoor storytelling space for religious and moral stories. 
Music and movement activities linked to celebrations and festivals. 
Natural loose parts (stones, leaves, shells) for making symbols or 
patterns. 
Water, sand, and sensory play linked to rituals and reflection. 
Seasonal displays or outdoor enhancements for festivals (e.g. lanterns, 
flags). 
 

Links to Other EYFS Areas of Learning 
Communication and Language  
Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class 
discussions and small group interactions.  
Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding. 
Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary. 
 
 

 
 


