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READING IN EYFS 
 

  
ELG Early Reading 

It is crucial for children to develop a life-long 
love of reading. Reading consists of two 

dimensions: language comprehension and 
word reading. Language comprehension 
(necessary for both reading and writing) 
starts from birth. It only develops when 

adults talk with children about the world 
around them and the books (stories and non-

fiction) they read with them, and enjoy 
rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled 

word reading, taught later, involves both the 
speedy working out of the pronunciation of 

unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the 
speedy recognition of familiar printed words. 
Writing involves transcription (spelling and 
handwriting) and composition (articulating 
ideas and structuring them in speech, before 

writing).  
 

Role of the Adult 
ELG: Comprehension Children at the expected 
level of development will: • Demonstrate 
understanding of what has been read to them 
by retelling stories and narratives using their 
own words and recently introduced 
vocabulary. • Anticipate – where appropriate 
– key events in stories. • Use and understand 
recently introduced vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems and during role-play. 14 ELG: 
Word Reading Children at the expected level 
of development will: • Say a sound for each 
letter in the alphabet and at least 10 
digraphs. • Read words consistent with their 
phonic knowledge by sound-blending. • Read 
aloud simple sentences and books that are 
consistent with their phonic knowledge, 
including some common exception words. 
 

In early years adults lead learning in a 
number of ways. Firstly, by organising an 
enabling environment with continuous 
provision with which children become 
familiar. Adults plan learning experiences for 
all children to access, enhance the indoor and 
outdoor environment, respond and react to 
children’s interests and extend learning 
through high quality interactions with 
children during play.  

Adult Led Sessions 
➢ Adults teach directed phonics daily to support word reading.  
➢ Adults hear children read at least once every week 
➢ Adults lead reading skills sessions to support comprehension. 
➢ Whole school reading spine identifies key texts to cover and link to writing.  
➢ Adults lead story time every day.  
➢ Adults plan opportunities for storytelling during literacy sessions.  



  

Provision and Enhancements 
 

Indoors Outdoors 
Reading area – puppets for story telling, book spine texts, 
contemporary and modern author baskets, traditional tales 
Phonics area – magnetic letters and boards to blend and read, 
word cards, sound cards for recognition 
All other areas – linked texts, signs for areas, enhancements, 
tidy tips and widget vocabulary cards to support de coding, 
reading and understanding 
 
 

 
 

 

Outdoor reading area – big books, props, dressing ups 
 
 
 
 
 

Links to Other EYFS Areas of Learning 
ELG: Listening, Attention and Understanding Children at the expected level of development will: • Listen attentively and respond 
to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and 
small group interactions. • Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding. • Hold 
conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 
ELG: Past and Present Children at the expected level of development will: • Talk about the lives of the people around them and 
their roles in society. 15 • Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class. • Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in 
books read in class and storytelling. 
ELG: People, Culture and Communities Children at the expected level of development will: • Describe their immediate 
environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. • Know some similarities and 
differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has 
been read in class. • Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing 
on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 
ELG: The Natural World Children at the expected level of development will: • Explore the natural world around them, making 
observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants. • Know some similarities and differences between the natural world 
around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. • Understand some 
important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 

ELG: 
Speaking 
Children at 
the expected 
level of 
development 
will: • 
Participate 
in small 
group, class 
and one-to-
one 
discussions, 
offering their 
own ideas, 
using 
recently 
introduced 
vocabulary. • 
Offer 



ELG: Creating with Materials Children at the expected level of development will: • Safely use and explore a variety of materials, 
tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. • Share their creations, explaining the 
process they have used. • Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. ELG: Being 
Imaginative and Expressive Children at the expected level of development will: 16 • Invent, adapt and recount narratives and 
stories with peers and their teacher. • Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. • Perform songs, rhymes, poems 
and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music. 

explanations 
for why 
things might 
happen, 
making use 
of recently 
introduced 
vocabulary 
from stories, 
non-fiction, 
rhymes and 
poems when 
appropriate. 
• Express 
their ideas 
and feelings 
about their 
experiences 
using full 
sentences, 
including 
use of past, 
present and 
future tenses 
and making 
use of 
conjunctions, 
with 
modelling 
and support 
from their 
teacher. 

 


