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Writing IN EYFS 
 

  
ELG EYFS Writing  Role of the Adult 

Fine motor  

-Hold a pencil effectively in 
preparation for fluent writing – using 
the tripod grip in almost all cases. 

Writing 

- Write recognisable letters, most of 
which are correctly formed;  

- Spell words by identifying sounds in 
them and representing the sounds 
with a letter or letters;  

- Write simple phrases and sentences 
that can be read by others. 

Writing, like reading, is built on strong foundations of communication and 
language. Before children can write independently, they need rich opportunities to 
develop their speaking and listening skills, as these underpin both composition and 
expression. 

Early writing begins with mark-making, where children explore different tools and 
materials to give meaning to the marks they create. This stage is essential, as it 
allows children to experiment, build confidence, and understand that writing 
carries meaning. Through play, storytelling, and meaningful contexts, children 
begin to connect their ideas with symbols and eventually with letters and words. 

Writing consists of two key elements: transcription and composition. Transcription 
includes the development of fine motor skills, handwriting, and spelling. Children 
need regular opportunities to strengthen their hand muscles and practise forming 
letters, as well as to begin hearing and recording sounds in words (phonics). 
Composition involves children being able to generate ideas, structure them, and 
express them verbally before attempting to write them down. 

Adults play a crucial role in modelling writing, providing purposeful opportunities, 
and engaging children in shared and guided writing experiences. By creating a 
language-rich environment filled with stories, conversations, and imaginative 
play, practitioners support children in becoming confident, motivated writers who 
understand the purpose and joy of writing. 

 
In early years adults lead learning in 
a number of ways. Firstly, by 
organising an enabling environment 
with continuous provision with which 
children become familiar. Adults plan 
learning experiences for all children to 
access, enhance the indoor and 
outdoor environment, respond and 
react to children’s interests and 
extend learning through high quality 
interactions with children during 
play.  

Adult Led Sessions 
• Adults teach phonics sessions three times weekly to support early writing through spelling and segmenting words and to say/ hold a sentence. 
• Adults support children with at least one adult-led handwriting session per week explicitly teaching letter formation and modelling correct tripod  

pencil grip. 
• Adults model writing during shared sessions to demonstrate the writing process. 
• A whole-school writing spine identifies key texts and experiences to inspire and support writing. 
• Adults plan opportunities for oral storytelling and talk to develop ideas before writing. 



• Adults provide purposeful writing opportunities linked to children’s interests and topics. 
• Adults give regular feedback and support to help children develop confidence and independence in writing.  

 

Provision and Enhancements 
 

Indoors Outdoors 
• Malleable area – varied media to make marks with, 

playdough to manipulate, tools such as knives, rolling pins, 
cutters. 

• Fine motor activities (e.g. threading, playdough, tweezers) are 
embedded in provision to support writing development. 

• Writing area – letter formation tools, varied writing tools 
tripod pencils, gel pens, whiteboard pens varied thicknesses 

• Creative areas support early writing through drawing, 
painting and mixed media mark-making. 

• Role play areas include real-life writing opportunities (e.g. 
lists, orders, forms, tickets). 

• Construction areas provide opportunities for children to draw 
plans, label models and record ideas. 

• Environmental print is displayed and used meaningfully 
(labels, signs, captions) to support understanding of writing. 

• Children have access to a range of writing tools (different 
pencils, pens, chalks, clipboards, paper types). 

• Displays celebrate children’s mark-making and writing to 
build confidence and value their efforts. 

 

• Large scale mark making e.g. paint brushes, chalks, paint brushes and water, 
malleable materials in tuff tray.  

• Chunky chalk and paint brushes and water pots for mark making. 
• Writing tools (clipboards, notepads, pencils) are accessible outdoors to encourage 

spontaneous writing. 
• Role play outdoors (e.g. shops, cafés, builders) includes purposeful writing (lists, 

orders, tickets, plans). 
• Construction areas encourage children to draw plans, label models and record 

ideas. 
• Natural materials (sticks, mud, sand) are used for mark-making and early writing 

experiences. 
• Outdoor displays and signage (labels, instructions, maps) promote understanding 

of environmental print. 
• Adults model writing in meaningful outdoor contexts (e.g. making a list, writing a 

sign). 
• Opportunities are provided for children to write for real purposes (e.g. signs, 

messages, directions). 
• Storytelling and imaginative play outdoors support children in developing ideas 

for writing. 
• Fine and gross motor activities outdoors (e.g. climbing, digging, sweeping) support 

the physical development needed for writing. 
• Children are encouraged to talk about and give meaning to their marks in outdoor 

play. 
• Different surfaces and textures (walls, floors, boards) are used to support varied 

mark-making experiences. 

• Water play and messy play provide opportunities for transient mark-making and 
experimentation. 

 
 
 



Links to Other EYFS Areas of Learning 
• Communication and Language – Speaking and listening skills underpin all aspects of writing. Through conversations, storytelling, and discussion, children 

develop the vocabulary, sentence structure and confidence needed to express their ideas. Verbal rehearsal allows children to organise their thoughts before 
recording them in writing. 

• Physical Development – Fine and gross motor development is essential for writing. Activities such as climbing, digging and lifting build core strength and 
shoulder stability, while threading, cutting and manipulating small objects develop the hand strength and control needed for mark-making, pencil grip 
and letter formation. 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development – Writing requires confidence, resilience and independence. Children need to feel motivated to write, take 
risks and view themselves as writers. Opportunities to share their work, receive praise and see their writing valued help to build self-esteem and a positive 
attitude towards writing. 

• Literacy (Reading) – Reading and writing are closely linked. Exposure to a wide range of high-quality texts, stories and environmental print helps children 
understand the purpose and structure of writing. Children begin to internalise language patterns, vocabulary and story structures, which they can then 
draw upon in their own writing. 

• Mathematics – Writing is supported through opportunities to record mathematical thinking, such as writing numbers, labels, symbols and simple 
explanations. Activities involving patterns, sequencing and problem-solving also support logical thinking and the organisation of ideas, which are 
important for writing. 

• Understanding the World – Children’s experiences and knowledge of the world provide meaningful content for writing. First-hand experiences, exploration 
and enquiry give children something to write about, helping their writing to be purposeful and relevant. 

• Understanding the World (including early history) – Learning about the past, familiar events and people helps children develop a sense of time, sequence 
and storytelling. Talking about experiences (e.g. “when I was a baby”, “what happened yesterday”) and exploring stories from the past supports children 
in organising ideas and using language linked to time important for building awareness of past tense writing. These experiences provide meaningful 
contexts for writing, such as recounts, simple narratives and descriptions. 

• Expressive Arts and Design – Creative activities such as drawing, painting and imaginative play support early mark-making and the development of 
symbolic representation. Through role play, storytelling and creating narratives, children develop their imagination and ability to express ideas, which 
directly supports their writing development. 

 


