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Literacy 
Literacy Programme of 
Study 

It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension 
(necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-
fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of 
unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition 
(articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing). 

Literacy ELG’s Comprehension 
• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary. 
• Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories. 
• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems during role-play. 
Word Reading 
• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 
• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. 
• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 
Writing 
• Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. 
• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. 
• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

Reading 
Our aims As a reader children will: 

Share their love of reading by talking about books.  
Ask and answer questions about texts.  
Read simple sentences using expression. 

Reading 
 

Comprehensi
on 

Children join in with 
familiar rhymes, 
songs and stories. 
 
They hold a book the 
correct way up and 
turn pages one at a 
time. 
 
Children know the 
difference between 
writing and 
illustrations in a text. 
 
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: rhyme, story, 
author, illustrator 

Children can answer 
simple, literal 
questions about a 
familiar story, e.g. 
“who is this character? 
What is happening on 
this page?” 
 
Children listen to the 
vocabulary beginning, 
middle and end. 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: character, title 
Level 2: blurb 

Children begin to 
make connections 
between stories and 
real life events, e.g. 
“have you ever been to 
the park like 
[character]?” 
 
Children use the front 
cover/hook to make 
predictions about 
what the story is 
about. 
 
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: fact, words, 
front cover 

Children begin to answer 
inferential questions about 
a text, e.g. “Why do you 
think [Character] did that? 
Why is the girl sad?” 
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: beginning, middle, 
end 
Level 2: sequence 

Children will use lead 
up events to 
reasonably guess what 
might happen next in 
a story. 
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: what happens 
next? 
Level 2: predict 

Children answer 
evaluative questions, 
e.g. “do you think 
[character] made a 
good choice? Why?” 
 
 
Children will think 
creatively about 
stories and come up 
with alternative 
endings. 
 
 
Children will know 
key vocabulary used 
throughout a range of 
books. 
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Level 2: traditional 
tale 

Level 2: non fiction, 
vocabulary 

 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: explain 
Level 2: audience 
 
 

Reading Word 
Reading 
At LMPS, 
Phonics is 
taught through 
Read, Write, 
Inc, ensuring 
fidelity to the 
scheme. 
Children are 
grouped and 
taught by 
ability and the 
programme is 
delivered at 
their level. 
Children read 
books at the 
level suited to 
their ability. 
The following 
shows an 
expected child: 

Children can hear the 
initial sounds in 
words. They are 
beginning to orally 
blend and segment. 
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: initial sounds, 
phoneme 
Level 2: blending 

Children can orally 
blend and recognise all 
25 single letter sounds. 
They can orally blend. 
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: read, spell 
phonics 
Level 2: grapheme 

Children can read 
simple CVC words 
(ditty level) and are 
learning digraphs. 
They can remember 
red words: I, the from 
memory. 
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: blend, segment 
Level 2: CVC 

Children can read digraphs 
(sh, th, ch, qu, ng, nk, ff, 
ss, ll, ck) in words (red 
ditty level) in simple 
sentences and the red 
words: I, the, of, my, no 
from memory. 
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: special friends 
Level 2: digraph, trigraph 

Children can read 
words containing 4 
sounds (e.g. drop, 
blob, from, frog) and 
words containing two 
special friends 
(digraphs). 
 
Children learn set 2 
digraphs. 
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: red words, 
letters 
Level 2: alphabet 

Children learn Set 2 
digraphs and 
trigraphs (ay, ee, igh, 
ow, oo, oo) and read 
these in words. 
Children read books 
containing capital 
letters and full stops 
(green level). 
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: story teller 
voice 
Level 2: expression 

Writing 
Our aims As a writer I will… 

Choose to write. 
Write for a variety of purposes including labels, captions and sentences. 
Form letters correctly using a tripod grip.  
Begin to write short sentences sometimes beginning with a capital letter.  
Separate words with finger spaces.   
Reread my writing to check it.    

Writing Emergent 
Writing 

Writes their name – 
copying it from a 
name card or trying 
to recall it from 
memory. 
 
 

Children copy adult 
writing behaviours, 
such as writing on the 
board, writing 
messages.  
 
 

Children can write 
some simple CVC 
words. 
 
 

Children can write words 
containing Set 1 digraphs 
and CCVC words. 
 
 
Children are encouraged to 
“have a go” at sentence 

All children are 
exposed to sentence 
writing using capital 
letters, full stops and 
finger spaces. They are 
encouraged to create a 

Children can 
independently write a 
short sentence, using 
finger spaces and full 
stops. 
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Gives meaning to 
marks that they make. 
Practise writing the 
letters that we are 
learning in phonics. 

Children may write 
random letters and are 
developing a phoneme-
grapheme awareness. 
 

dictation and “hold a 
sentence”. 
 
 

sentence about a 
picture. 

Writing Composition Forming the basic 
understanding of 
compositional skills 
through talk - to 
organise my play and 
describe events and 
special occasions. 
 
 

Understands that  
thoughts and stories  
can be written down  
from what has been  
modelled to them.   
 
Use talk to link ideas  
during conversation  
and play as well as  
clarify their thinking  
and feelings. 

Children orally sound 
out CVC words, 
breaking down words 
and using their “Fred 
Fingers” to ensure 
they’ve remembered 
all of the sounds. 
 
 

Talk about the things they 
can see or something that 
has happened and work 
with an adult to devise 
into a simple sentence. 
 
 

Suggest a simple 
sentence that could be 
written down. 
 
 

Suggest and write an 
independent sentence.  
 
Children are able to 
do this to create short 
stories around a 
picture or stimulus. 
 
 

Writing Oral 
rehearsal 

Children ascribe 
meaning to marks.  

Children say what 
they would like to 
write about.  

Children say words 
and write them down 
as a label.  

Children say a series of 
words in order to support 
writing captions.  

Children suggest 
sentences out loud 
before writing the 
corresponding 
sentence.  

Children think it, say 
it, write it, read it.  

Writing Spelling Children can write 
their own name – 
copying it from a 
name card. 
 
 

Children can write 
their own name from 
memory. 
 
Orally segment 
familiar CVC words. 

Children use their 
“Fred Fingers” to 
break down VC and 
CVC words to write, 
using phoneme-
grapheme 
correspondence.  

Children can write words 
containing Set 1 digraphs 
and CCVC words, using 
their Fred Fingers.  
 
They can spell some tricky 
words correctly: I, the, no, 
my, of. 

Children use their 
phoneme-grapheme 
knowledge to write 
words, including Set 2 
sounds (ay, ee, igh, 
ow, oo, oo).  
 
They make 
phonetically plausible 
attempts at unfamiliar 
words. 

Children make 
phonetically plausible 
attempts at writing 
longer, unfamiliar 
words. 
 
Children spell tricky 
words: he, she, we, me 
independently. 

Writing Handwriting Children draw lines 
and circles and basic 
shapes. They draw 
simple pictures. 
 
Children write their 
name with some 
letters correctly 
formed. 
 

Children form most of 
the letters in their 
name correctly so that 
it can be read by an 
adult. 
 
Children know that 
their name goes from 
left to right. 

Children form most 
letters correctly but do 
not always start in 
the correct place. 

Children display 
strengthening fine motor 
skills and, as a result, 
deeper pencil lines on 
paper. They build a 
repertoire of correct 
formations. 

Children form most 
lower-case letters 
correctly, starting and 
finishing in the correct 
place. 

Children use a tripod 
grip confidently to 
write clearly 
recognisable letters. 
 
Children are forming 
some capital letters 
correctly and leaving 
spaces between words. 
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Children are learning 
letter formation 
through RWI rhymes 
as they are taught 
individual sounds. 

Writing (emergent, 
composition, oral 
rehearsal, spelling, 
handwriting.) 
 
RWI Phrases: picture/sound 
Fred fingers 
Fred in your head 
How many sounds can you 
hear? 
Show me.  
Pinch the sounds.  
 

Vocabulary 
Level 1: letters, name, 
grip, sounds 
Level 2: alphabet 
 

Vocabulary 
Level 1: left, write 
Level 2: pinch 
 

Vocabulary 
Level 1: label, order 
Level 2: sequence 
 

Vocabulary 
Level 1: caption, special 
friends 
Level 2: digraph, trigraph 
 

Vocabulary 
Level 1: sentence 
Level 2: ideas 
 

Vocabulary  
Level 1: Capital letters, 
finger spaces, full stop 
Level 2: ascender, 
descender, 
punctuation 
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Maths 
Maths Programme 
of Study 

Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confidently, 
develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and 
apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for organising counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and 
vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills 
across all areas of mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and 
relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes. 

Maths ELGs Number 
• Have a deep understanding of numbers to 10, including the composition of each number. 
• Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5. 
• Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double 

facts. 
Numerical Patterns 
• Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system. 
• Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity. 
• Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally. 

Our aims As a mathematician children will 
Share a clear understanding of numbers to 10 and their comparative size.  
Confidently use mathematical vocabulary. 
Recognise patterns in our number system.  
Make comparisons using taught vocabulary of shape, space, size and measures. 

Power Maths 
Coverage  
 
 

Unit 1 – Numbers to 5  
Count up to 5 objects 
reliably.   
Know that numbers can 
be show in different 
representations.  
Recognise numbers to 
5.  
Match groups of objects 
to the correct numeral.  
Vocabulary 
Level 1: sort, number 
line, number, more, 
less, on, back, equal 
Level 2: digits, fewer, 
greatest 
Unit 2 – Comparing 
numbers to 5  
Identify if a group has 
more or fewer objects 
or is equal.  
Compare groups of 
non-identical objects.  

Unit 4 – Change within 
5  
Use “first, then and 
now” to describe change 
within 5.  
Vocabulary 
Level 1: first, then, now, 
fewer, takeaway, add, 
altogether, five frame 
Level 2: number story, 
represent 
Unit 5 – Number bonds 
within 5  
Finding one more and 
one less within 5.  
Putting objects into two 
groups, using a part-
whole model.  
Vocabulary 
Level 1: group, part 
whole, part whole 
model, more than, less 
than 

Unit 7 – Numbers to 10  
Use 10 frames and 
counters.  
Use concrete and 
pictorial 
representations.  
Vocabulary 
Level 1: ten frame, 
total, odd one out, 
group 
Level 2: collections 
Unit 8 – Comparing 
numbers to 10  
Identify numbers up to 
10.  
Introduce concept of 
addition.  
Subtraction as the 
difference between two 
amounts.  
Unit 9 – Addition to 10  
Combining two parts.  

Unit 11 – Number bonds to 
10  
Explore addition using 10 
frames.  
Explore missing parts as a 
precursor to subtraction.  
Vocabulary 
Level 1: altogether, fewer, 
bead string, missing number 
Level 2: how many more, 
number bonds to 10 
Unit 12 – Subtraction  
Subtraction using part-whole 
model and counters, using 
number bonds to 10.   
Vocabulary 
Level 1: altogether, take 
away, part, whole, group, 
subtract, make 
Level 2: leave, count, break, 
recombine 
Unit 13 – Exploring Pattern   

Unit 14 – Counting on 
and back  
Use a number track.  
Explore counting on 
and counting back as a 
way of adding and 
subtracting.  
Vocabulary 
Level 1: direction, jump, 
more, less, moves, 
number track, 
altogether 
Level 2: possibilities 
Unit 15 – Numbers to 
20  
Verbally count to 20.  
Explore representations 
of numbers to 20 as “10 
and more”. Use 10 
frames to represent 
these amounts.  
Vocabulary 

Unit 17 – Shape  
Recognise that shapes 
have other shapes 
within it.  
Vocabulary 
Level 1: puzzle, fold, 
turn,  
Level 2: comparison 
Unit 18 – Measure  
Measuring volume and 
capacity visually.  
Vocabulary 
Level 1: empty, full, 
half, nothing, none, fill, 
pour, wide, narrow,  
Level 2: estimate, 
predict 
Unit 19 – Sorting  
Sort up to 5 objects into 
two or more groups 
using characteristics of 
the objects being 
sorted.  
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Vocabulary 
Level 1: fewer, same, 
different, sort,  
Level 2: representation, 
compare 
Unit 3 – Shape   
Begin to develop an 
understanding of 2D 
and 3D shapes – 
describing 3D shapes 
and viewing 2D shapes 
in different 
orientations.  
Vocabulary 
Level 1: corners, sides, 
square, rectangle, 
circle, triangle, sphere, 
cube, cuboid, cylinder, 
cone, flat, solid 
Level 2: face, edge, 3d, 
2d, properties, 
characteristics.  
 

Level 2: comparison  
Unit 6 – Space   
Use positional language 
to describe where an 
object is.  
Vocabulary 
Level 1: in, on, under, 
above, up, down,  
Level 2: in front, behind, 
forwards, backwards, 
besides 
  

Use vocabulary of 
“altogether”.  
Vocabulary 
Level 1: more, fewer, 
tall, short, large, small, 
difference 
Level 2: greater, smaller 
Unit 10 – Measure   
Children will begin to 
use non-standard 
methods to compare 
two or more items by 
length, height and 
weight.  
Vocabulary 
Level 1: large, small, 
bigger, long, short, tall, 
heavy, light, thin, wide, 
measure, balance scale 
Level 2: length, width, 
height, weight, (est) 
amount, estimate, 
furthest 

Recognise, extend, create and 
explain simple patterns.  
Vocabulary 
Level 1: next, repeat, pattern, 
bigger, smaller, stripes,  
Level 2: continue, round, 
complex 

Level 1: order, compare, 
show, represent, 
altogether 
Level 2: largest, 
smallest 
Unit 16 – Numerical 
patterns  
Explore doubles, halves 
an odds and even 
numbers.  
Vocabulary 
Level 1: double, equal 
groups, continue, 
pattern, domino, 
uneven, fair, odd and 
ebem 
Level 2: amount, equal 
groups, unequal, 
solution. 

Vocabulary 
Level 1:sort, group, 
object, different, 
pattern, counter,  
Level 2: describe, 
explain 
Unit 20 – Time   
Sequence events in 
chronological order 
using language.  
Vocabulary 
Level 1: first, next, later, 
then, before, after, 
clock. O clock 
Level 2: sequence 
 

Mastering Number 
Coverage 

Week 1 – Subitising   
Represent the numbers 
in a set.  
Name quantities with 
numbers.  
Match sets to 
numerals.  
Week 2 – Counting, 
Cardinality and 
Ordinality  
Count objects up to 5.  
Know that counting 
tells us “how many”.  
Knows that the last 
number tell us how 
many altogether.  
Experience counting 
actions and sounds.  
Week 3 – Composition  

Week 6 – Counting, 
Ordinality and 
Cardinality  
Practise finding how 
many there are with 
numbers to 5.  
Concept of “fiveness”.  
Practise 1-1 
correspondence within 
5.  
Week 7 – Comparison  
Use the language of 
“more than, fewer than 
and equal to”.  
Week 8 – Composition  
Use the language of 
“parts” and “wholes” 
within numbers to 5.  
Week 9 – Composition   

Week 11 – Subitising  
Use perceptual 
subitising skills.  
Begin to use conceptual 
subitising.  
Recognition of numbers 
to 5.  
Week 12 – Counting, 
Ordinality and 
Cardinality  
Practise stable-order 
principal.   
Revisit cardinality.  
Hear ordinal number 
names.  
Week 13 – Composition  
Consolidate 
understanding of 
numbers to 5.  

Week 16 – Counting, 
Ordinality and Cardinality  
Practises cardinality.  
Practise counting beyond 20 
and practise the repeating 
pattern.  
Week 17 – Comparison  
Consider where numbers to 8 
are in relation to one 
another.  
Week 18 – Composition  
Compose and decompose 
numbers to 7 using a part-
whole model.  
Week 19 – Subitising   
Practise perceptual 
subitising.   
Use dice formations to 
explore doubling within 10.  

Week 21 – Cardinality, 
Ordinality and 
Counting  
Revisit cardinality.  
Practise “teen” and “-
ty” number names.  
Identify missing 
numbers in a counting 
sequence.  
Week 22 – Subitising   
Understanding doubles 
to support subitising.  
Week 23 – Composition  
Consolidate composition 
of 5.  
Week 24 – Composition  
Composition of numbers 
6-9.  
Week 25 – Comparison  

Week 26 – Reknrek 
subitising   
Using a Reknrek to 
subitise  
Review and Assess – 
Automatic Recall  
Automatically recall all 
number bonds to 5 and 
some number bonds to 
10.  
Review and Assess – 
Comparison  
Compare quantities up 
to 10 in different 
contexts, recognising 
when one quantity is 
greater than, less than 
or the same as the 
other.  
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Know that numbers are 
made from 1’s.  
Week 4 – Subitising   
Practise “perceptual” 
subitising skills of 
amounts to 4.  
Use their fingers to 
represent amounts to 
4.  
Week 5 – Comparison   
Children practise 
comparing amounts 
using the language of 
“more than” and “fewer 
than”.  

Know that 3, 4 and 5 
can be composed in 
different ways.  
Week 10 – Counting, 
Ordinality and 
Cardinality  
Hear and join in with 
the counting sequence to 
10.  
Recognise a purpose to 
counting.  
Understand a “stopping 
number”.  
  

Partitioning numbers 
into two parts.  
Week 14 – Composition  
Explore dice patterns.  
Begin to understand 6 
and 7 (5 and a bit).  
Week 15 – 
Comparison    
Begin to focus on the 
numerosity in sets of 
different colours and 
sizes.  

Week 20 – Composition  
Sort objects by different 
criteria, identifying 
similarities and differences.  

Using number tracks to 
see where numbers are 
in relation to one 
another (ordinality).  

Review and Assess – 
Counting  
Verbally count beyond 
20, recognising the 
pattern of the counting 
system.  
Review and Assess – 
Number Patterns  
Explore and represent 
patterns within 
numbers up to 10, 
including odds and 
evens, double facts and 
how quantities can be 
distributed equally.  
Review and Assess - 
Understanding  
Have a deep 
understanding of 
numbers to 10, 
including composition 
of numbers.  

Number 

Counting Children can use 1-1 
correspondence and 
understand that the 
last number said is the 
number in the set. 

Children can count up 
to 5 objects, moving 
each as they are 
counted. 

Children understand 
that children can be 
counted in any order or 
arrangement and the 
total is still the same. 

Children can count up to 10 
objects, moving each as they 
are counted. 

Children recognise that 
10 objects plus another 
number is a teen 
number an can count 
on from 10. 

Children reliably count 
up to 20 objects. 

Counting 
backwards 

Children join in with 
rote counting 
backwards from 5 – 0. 

Children can rote count 
backwards from 5 – 0. 

Children join in with 
rote counting 
backwards from 10-0. 

Children independently 
count backwards from 10-0. 

Children count 
backwards from 20-0. 

Children recognise 
patterns in numbers 
and can count 
backwards from a 
higher number, e.g. 30. 

Subitising Children can recognise 
numbers up to 3 
without needing to 
count. 

Children can identify 
amounts to 5 without 
needing to count. 

Children can identify 
quantities to 5 when 
arranged randomly. 

Children can subitise 
numbers to 5 using a 10 
frame. 

Children can recognise 
some numbers to 10 on 
a 10 frame. 

Children can use 
conceptual subitising – 
they see smaller 
amounts within a 
whole and use their 
number bond 
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knowledge to answer a 
given problem. 

Comparing Children can compare 
two sets of objects up 
to 5 and use the words 
more and less. 

Children can recognise 
when an amount has 
been shared unfairly, 
e.g. someone has 5 and 
someone else has 3. 

Children can compare 
quantities up to 10 and 
say which amount has 
more or less. They are 
able to use the 
vocabulary “equal”. 

Children can check whether 
a group of objects are equal 
by matching objects on a 1-1 
basis. 

Children compare 
objects of different sized 
objects. 

Children can change 
two unequal groups 
into two equal groups. 

Recognising and 
ordering numbers 

Children can name the 
numerals 1-3 and can 
place these in order. 

Children can name the 
numbers 1-5 when 
shown out of order and 
put these in the correct 
order. 

Children can name 
numerals to 10 and put 
them in the correct 
order. 

Children can name teen 
numbers and put in the 
correct order. 

Children use ordinal 
numbers in context, e.g. 
lining up for racing. 

Children can order a 
random set of numbers 
within 0-20. 

Writing numbers Children make marks to 
represent numbers. 

Children use numerals 
in context, e.g. I wrote 4 
because I am 4. 

Children can write the 
numerals 0-3 for a 
purpose. 

Children can write the 
numbers 0-5 for a given 
purpose. 

Children can write the 
numerals 0-9 for a 
given numbers. 

Children demonstrate 
an understanding of 
teen numbers and write 
a 1 at the beginning of 
each number to 
represent an 
appropriate amount. 

Numerical Pattern 
Addition Children understand 

the concept of 
combining two sets of 
objects, 

Children can find one 
more independently 
within numbers to 5 by 
adding on one more 
object. 

Children understand 
the term “altogether”. 
 
Children can combine 
two groups of objects 
within 5. 

Children can combine two 
set of objects within 10. 

Children know that 10 
plus a single digit 
number is a teen 
number and can count 
on from 10. 

Children use knowledge 
of number bonds to 
solve addition 
problems. 

Subtraction Children understand 
that the vocabulary of 
take away means 
removing something 
from a group of objects 

Children know that one 
less is the next number 
in the counting sequence 
when counting back 
within numbers to 5 
when using objects. 

Children remove a 
given amount from a 
set of up to 5, counting 
to identify how many 
are left. They know the 
answer is how many 
are left. 

Children can remove a 
greater amount within sets 
up to 10, counting to identify 
how many are left. 

Children solve simple 
problems to 10, using 
their subtraction 
knowledge. 

Children solve simple 
problems within 
numbers to 20, using 
number patterns and 
subtraction knowledge. 
Children can 
practically use their 
own ideas to solve 
problems. 

Number Bonds Children understand 
that they can combine 
two sets of numbers to 
make a bigger amount. 

Children are beginning 
to understand number 
bonds within 5. 

Children combine two 
parts to create 5. 

Children can mentally recall 
number bonds to 5. 

Children combine two 
parts/sets to make 10. 

Children mentally 
recall some number 
bonds to 10. 
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Doubling Children can find two 
sets of objects that are 
the same with adult 
support. 

Children independently 
recognise two sets of 
numbers that are the 
same. 

Children understand 
that to double they 
need to add the same 
number to itself. 

Children can double numbers 
up to 5. 

Children can double 
numbers up to 10. 

Children can mentally 
recall some doubling 
facts. 

Sharing and 
Halving 

Children recognise 
when two quantities 
are equal. 

Children recognise by 
counting whether an 
amount has been split in 
two equally. 

Children can find half 
in real life contexts, e.g. 
splitting resources 
fairly. 

Children can use practical 
equipment to find half of an 
object. 

Children know that to 
halve they need to split 
a number equally in 2. 
 

Children can mentally 
recall some halving 
facts. 

Odds and Evens Children recognise 
when two quantities 
are equal. 

Children find and make 
pairs of the same 
objects. 

 Children begin to talk about 
whether sets or odd or even. 

Children show an 
understanding of 
numbers that are odd 
or even without needing 
to use objects. 

Children identify if 
numbers are odd or 
even by demonstrating 
an understanding of 
number pattern 
mentally. 

Shape, Space and Measure 
2D Shape Children can identify 

(point to) some 
common 2D shapes – 
circle, square, triangle, 
rectangle. Children use 
informal language such 
as pointy, round to 
describe shapes. 

Children begin to use 
more formal language 
to describe 2D shapes 
such as straight, flat, 
curved and edges. 

Children can identify 
and name some 
common 2D shapes 
with more sides – 
hexagon and a 
pentagon – and know 
that a rectangle and an 
oblong are the same 
thing.  

Children confidently use the 
correct terms to name 
common 2D shapes as they 
describe the 2D shapes in 
their work, models and 
pictures. 

Children can count 
corners and sides on a 
2D shape. 

Children are beginning 
to recognise and name 
irregular 2D shapes 
such as rhombus, kite 
and parallelogram. 

3D Shape Children can identify 
some of the common 3D 
shapes by pointing – 
cube, cuboid, cone, 
sphere. 

Children can name 
common 3D shapes – 
cube, cuboid, cone, 
sphere. 

Children explore the 
properties of 3D shapes, 
e.g. a sphere will roll 
but a cube or cuboid 
will not. 

Children show an 
understanding that faces and 
solid refer to 2D shapes. 

Children identify and 
talk about faces on a 
3D shape. 

Children talk about 3D 
shapes using 
mathematical language 
such as curved, faces, 
solid, vertices. Children 
can count faces and 
vertices. 

Spatial Reasoning Children match simple 
shapes by matching 
two shapes that are the 
same. 

Children complete a 
simple jigsaw or shape 
puzzle. 

Children can complete 
a simple jigsaw puzzle 
and talk about why/not 
a piece will fit there. 

Children copy 2D and 3D 
shape arrangements. 

Children can explain 
where they are placing 
shapes in relation to 
one another, e.g. I am 
putting this shape here 
because it will make a 
square, I am putting 
this shape here because 
it will balance to make 
a tower. 

Children use their 
understanding of 
shapes to create their 
own designs, models 
and templates. 
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Repeating Pattern Children identify a 
simple ABAB pattern. 

Children recognise a 
simple ababab pattern 
and can describe the 
pattern. 

Children can spot 
mistakes in an abab 
pattern. 

Children can copy an ABB 
pattern and recognise 
mistakes. 

Children can make ABC 
patterns and recognise 
mistakes. 

Children can discuss 
patterns in a range of 
contexts, describing, 
copying, continuing 
and correcting 
patterns. 

Measure - length Children can make 
direct comparisons of 
height/weight/length of 
two objects. 
 
 

Children can find 
another item of similar 
length/weight/height to 
a given one. 

Children understand 
that height refers to 
how tall or short an 
object is and realise 
that there is a 
correlation between the 
height and length. 

When measuring, children 
correctly use the terms 
tallest, longest, shortest, 
heaviest. 
 

Children can make 
direct comparisons and 
compare and order the 
length/height/weight of 
three items 

Children can use non-
standard units to 
measure height, length 
and weight. 

Measure - Weight Children explore what 
happens to a balance 
scale when two objects 
are placed on either 
side. 
 

Children can identify 
objects they think may 
be light or may be 
heavy. 

Children use balance 
scales to compare 
objects. 
 

Children understand that if a 
balance scale is level, the 
objects are of an equal 
weight. 

Children can order and 
compare 3 objects by 
weight and correctly 
use the terms “heaviest 
and lightest”. 

Children can correctly 
use the terms “light, 
lightest, lighter, heavy, 
heaviest, heavier.” 

Measure - 
Capacity 

Children can compare 
the volume of two of 
the same containers 
holding different 
amounts. 

Children use a 
systematic approach to 
compare containers to 
each other. 

Children understand 
that bases need to be 
level on different 
containers to compare 
amounts. 

Children confidently use the 
terms “more” and “less” to 
compare amounts and can 
use the vocabulary “nearly 
full” and “nearly empty” 
accurately. 

Children can order a set 
of containers from most 
full to least full. 

Children can order a 
set of containers from 
least full to most full. 
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Understanding the World 
 

UTW Programme 
of Study 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases 
their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and 
firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and 
ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening 
children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 

UTW ELG’s Past and Present 
• Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society. 
• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their own experiences and what has been read in class. 
• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 
People, Culture and Communities 
• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 
• Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) 

maps. 
The Natural World 
• Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants. 
• Knows some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
• Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 

Our aims As a learner children will 
Show a thirst for finding out.  
Ask questions and enjoy the journey of exploring possibilities.  
Show tolerance for the differences between myself and others.  
Make comparisons between places, festivals, and times.  
Complete simple programmes on an iPad, take photos and videos. 

Past and present 
Early History 
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: baby, toddler, 
nursery, school, past, 
old, new 
Level 2: present, now 
 

Children talk about 
themselves and their 
family and talk about 
changes over their life 
time.  
 

Children talk about 
celebrations they have 
been involved in.  
 
 

Children talk about 
their experiences with 
professionals in the 
community – doctors, 
dentists, police officer. 
 
 
 
 

Children talk about previous 
seasons compared to Spring.  
 
 
 

Children discuss how 
dinosaurs are “extinct” 
and lived a long time 
ago. They know that 
some things are alive 
now and some things 
are no longer alive. 
 
 

Children share pictures 
of holiday’s they have 
been on. 
 
 
 

People, culture and 
communities 
Early Geography 
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: place, town, 
world, area, journey, 

Children can talk about 
where they live and the 
walk to Tesco (behind 
school). 
 
Children use positional 
language to discuss a 
local walk and discuss 

Children can talk about 
places in their local 
environment – Tesco, 
church, traffic lights.  
Children take a visit to a 
local church St John’s – 
they use positional 
language next to, 

Children will draw a 
simple map based on a 
book (what the 
ladybird heard) and 
use the terms left and 
right. 
 
 

Children know the name of 
the nearest city (Durham). 
 
 

Children can talk about 
the features they might 
pass on a walk to 
Holiday Park and locate 
features on google 
maps. 

Children can compare 
different environments 
-they know that the 
seaside is different to 
Langley Moor.  
 
Children know that a 
globe is a map of the 
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map, forwards, 
backwards, up, down 
Level 2: environment, 
atlas, local 
 
 

local features (school is 
next to Nursery, we 
turn the corner, the 
allotments are next to 
Tesco) 

straight ahead, 
recounting where it is in 
relation to when we 
went to Tesco and other 
village landmarks 

Children use google 
maps to find features of 
our local environment 
and where different 
professionals work.  
 

world and that the sea 
is blue and the land is 
yellow and green 
 
 
 

Early RE 
Durham Agreed 
Syllabus 
 

Let’s find out about 
Harvest in a church.  
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: Harvest, 
church, Christian 
Level 2: vicar, festival 

Let’s find out about 
Shabbat. 
 
Let’s find out about the 
Christmas story.  
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: Shabbat, Jewish, 
rest, stable, son 
Level 2: sabbath, miracle 

Let’s find out about 
holy books.  
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: Holy, religion, 
special, precious, Bible 
Level 2: Torah, Quoran, 
Vedas, Tankh 

Let’s find out about Easter 
celebrations in Churches. 
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: Good Friday, Easter 
Sunday, sacrifice, cross 
Level 2: palm Sunday,  

Let’s hear some stories 
Jesus told.  
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: Bible, holy,  
Level 2: Miracle, 
prophet, parable 
 

Let’s find out about 
special buildings and 
worship there. 
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: Religion, 
Christian, Jew, Hindu, 
Sikh, Muslim, Buddhist, 
Church 
Level 2: Temple, 
Mosque, Synagogue, 
Gurdwara.  

The Natural World 
Seasonal Changes 
and Weather 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: Spring, 
Summer, Autumn, 
Winter, weather 
Level 2: Daylight, 
temperature, 
conditions 

Children know that in 
Autumn leaves change 
colour, fall from the 
trees and the 
temperature begins to 
get colder  
 
 

Children know that in Winter the trees are bare, it 
is colder and that it is darker for longer 
 

Children know that in Spring 
blossoms appear on the trees, 
leaves grow flowers begin to 
bloom and that the weather 
begins to get warmer as the 
days get longer  
 
 

Children know that in 
Spring/ Summer time 
they will see greenery 
and flowers e.g leaves 
on the trees, flowers 
blossom 
 
 

Children know that it is 
important to take care 
in the sun and wear 
sunscreen, drink water, 
cool down and make 
sure they don’t get too 
hot.  

The Natural World 
Early Science 
 

Identify different body 
parts (head, shoulders, 
knees, toes, eyes, ears, 
mouth, nose, fingers, 
toes). 
 
Children identify how 
they have changed over 
time – baby, toddler, 
child.  
 
Vocabulary 

Children discuss day 
and night and which 
animals comes out at 
night, using the word 
“nocturnal.” 
 
Children know that 
water freezes and 
becomes ice in the cold.  
 
Vocabulary 

 Children know what a plant 
needs in order to grow and 
survive – water, soil, sun. 
 
Children know the different 
parts of a plant – leaves, 
stem, petals. 
 
Children can name animals 
that live on a farm and foods 
that come from there.  
 
Vocabulary 

Children can talk about 
the life cycle of a 
butterfly and chick. 
They know living things 
can change. 
 
Children know animals 
and insects live in 
different places in their 
local environment. 
 
Vocabulary 

Children can choose 
materials by their 
properties – creating a 
boat that floats. 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: materials, float, 
sink, waterproof 
Level 2: properties, 
conditions, absorbent 
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Level 1: body parts, 
pregnant, baby, 
toddler, child 
Level 2: teenager, adult 

Level 1: day, night, 
nocturnal, hibernate, 
freeze, melt 
Level 2: liquid, solid 

Level 1: grow, soil, sun, light, 
stem, leaves, flower 
Level 2: survive, petals, roots.  

Level 1: Life cycle, egg, 
caterpillar, chrysalis, 
butterfly, chick 
Level 2: cocoon, 
metamorphosis, cycle 

Early Computing 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: Photo, video, 
selfie, programme 
Level 2: edit, improve, 
angle 

Using the ipad to take 
photographs 

Using the ipad to record 
short videos 

Using tools on the 
interactive whiteboard 

Using iPad to complete a 
programme 

Purpose and use of 
keyboard, non touch 
screen and mouse 

Word processing own 
name 

Wonderblocks to 
support barefoot 
computing 

Wonderblocks 1-12 Wonderblocks 13-24 Wonderblocks 25-30 
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Expressive Arts and Design 
EAD Programme of Study The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage 

with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for 
developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are 
fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe. 

EAD ELG’s Creating with Materials 
• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 
• Share their creations, explaining the processes they have used. 
• Make use of props and materials when role-playing characters in narratives and stories. 
Being Imaginative and Expressive 
• Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teachers. 
• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. 
• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when appropriate) try to move in time with music. 

Our aims As an artist children will: 
Perform songs, rhyme and use instruments. 
Plan, design and make in a variety of ways.  
Create artwork from various sources of inspiration.  
 

Kapow early Art Art 
Painting and mixed media 
Exploring paint and painting techniques 
through nature, music and collaborative work. 
Developing creativity through child-led 
exploration of mixed-media, making collages 
and transient art. 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: dab, mix, transient, rip, cut, stick, 
flick, 
Level 2: pattern, texture, collage, landscape, 
tear, stroke 

Art 
Craft and design let’s get crafty paper dragons 
Developing cutting, threading, joining and folding skills 
through fun, creative craft projects 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: scissors, snip, wave, zig zag pull, through, thread, 
fix, join, tie, strong, fold, bend, design, scrunch 
Level 2: blade, sturdy, slot, flange, template,  

Art 
Sculpture and 3d creation station: clay 
animals 
Exploring the sculptural qualities of 
malleable materials and natural objects; 
developing the use of tools and joining 
techniques; designing and making clay 
animal sculptures 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: pinch, roll, squash, stretch, twist, 
sculpture, design, detail, model 
Level 2: manipulate, shape, collage, 3d, 
evaluate 

Kapow early DT DT 
Cooking and nutrition: Soup 
in this unit, children explore the differences 
between fruits and vegetables using their 
senses (taste, texture, smell etc.). They listen to 
the story ‘The best pumpkin soup’ and discuss 
the key ingredients the characters used before 
developing a class-based vegetable soup recipe. 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: seeds, leaves, plant, flower, juicy, dry, 
wet, chewy, pumpkin, bumpy, smooth, 
squashy, slimy, chop, knife 

DT 
Textiles: Bookmarks 
Pupils develop and practise threading and weaving 
techniques using various materials and objects. The pupils 
apply their knowledge and skills to design and sew their 
own bookmarks. 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: thread, weave, over, under, sew, design, think, 
Level 2: embroider, needle, evaluate 

DT 
Structures: Boats 
In this unit, children explore what is 
meant by ‘waterproof,’ ‘floating,’ and 
‘sinking,’ then experiment and make 
predictions with various materials to carry 
out a series of tests. They learn about the 
different features of EYFS boats and ships 
before investigating their shape and 
structures to build their own. 
Vocabulary 
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Level 2: sweet, sour, watery, hollow, blade, 
slice 

Level 1: waterproof, wet, dry, fair test, 
float, sink, boats, design, join 
Level 2: experiment, leak, absorbent, ship, 
watercraft, deck, anchor 

Creating with 
materials  
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: sketch, 
pencil, shape, 
curve, line, detail 
Level 2: shade, 
light, dark, 
accuracy 
 

Drawing Children learn how 
to hold a pencil 
correctly and make 
marks through a 
range of recognisable 
shapes – circles, 
lines. They give 
meaning to these 
marks. 

Children create 
observational 
drawings. They are 
beginning to 
understand how to 
use shapes to 
represent unfamiliar 
objects. 

Continue with the 
development of 
observational drawings 
technique to include 
sketching, shading and 
colour choices.  

Observational drawings of 
Spring with increasing 
accuracy and detail – flowers. 

Children create a design 
of their minibeast before 
creating it using clay. 

Children give 
detailed 
explanation of 
their drawings 
and how they 
have achieved 
a desired 
outcome.  

Creating with 
materials  
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: paint, 
colour, brush, 
sponge, mix  
Level 2: primary, 
texture, effect 
 

Painting Children explore the 
painting area within 
the setting, with 
adult support. 

Children use paint for 
purpose carefully 
considering use of 
colour.  

Children use tools to 
paint with considering 
brush size, sponges or 
printing tools.  
 
 

Children explore the difference 
between water colours and 
regular paints and how these 
are used in different ways. 

Children explore 
changing colours and 
textures,  
 
 

Children 
recognise that 
adding textures 
change the 
consistency, 
e.g. salt 
paintings, 
adding sand. 
 
 

Creating with 
materials  
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: fabric, 
collage, construct 
Level 2: purpose, 
evaluate, plan 
 

Materials Children are shown 
how to use junk 
modelling materials 
to build and 
construct. 

Children explore wide 
variety of materials 
including fabric, 
pasta, ribbon and felt.  

Children select materials 
for a purpose – creating 
an emergency vehicle. 

Children create a flower using 
collage technique. 

Children apply their fine 
motor skills to scrunch, 
tear, fold, weave and tie.  

Children plan 
and test 
materials then 
create a boat 
that floats.   
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Creating with 
materials  
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: join, 
attach, fix  
Level 2: combine, 
effect, media 
 

Joining Children explore the 
available materials 
in their new 
classroom including 
glue and tape.  

Children are shown 
how to use different 
joins to hold their 
models together – 
gluesticks, PVA glue 
and tape. 
 

Children use split pins to 
attach their wheels to 
their emergency vehicles. 

Children use joins to create a 
Mother’s Day card. 

Children use clay and 
explore slip to join parts.  

Children have a 
range of skills 
to use and 
contribute 
towards their 
models and 3D 
work which 
they 
demonstrate in 
their learning. 

Music (Sing 
Up Scheme) 
 

Vocabulary 
Level 1: pitch, 
beat, loud, 
quiet, fast, 
slow, active 
listening, 
speed, 
soundscape, 
percussion 
instruments 
Level 2: high, 
low, call and 
response, 
vocal, tempo, 
structure, 
composer, 
accompany 
ment 

Sing up 
I’ve got a grumpy 
face 
The song I’ve got a 
grumpy face explores 
emotions and 
feelings using the 
voice and facial 
expressions. It 
provides the starting 
point for 
experimenting with 
timbre using voices 
and instruments, 
and composing new 
verses.  
 
Sing up 
The sorcerer’s 
apprentice 
This unit is based 
around the piece The 
sorcerer’s apprentice, 
by Paul Dukas. 
Pupils will explore 
how music can tell a 
story and will be 
supported in 
identifying elements 
of music within a 
piece, such as 
dynamics 
(loud/quiet) and 

Sing up 
Witch, witch. 
The unit is based 
around a call-and-
response singing game 
that uses a simple and 
repetitive four-note 
tune to support the 
development of pitch 
matching. Pupils will 
also explore a range of 
voices, adopting 
different roles, and 
create simple 
accompaniments as a 
group. 
 
Sing up 
Row, row, row, your 
boat 
Row, row, row your 
boat is a traditional 
song with rowing 
actions to mark the 
beat of the music. In 
this unit, pupils will 
explore a range of 
ways in which to 
experience the beat, 
identify and sing 
notes that move in 
step and leap, 
compose their own 

Sing up 
Cuckoo polka 
This listening unit is 
based on the theme of 
birdsong. Encourage your 
pupils to explore their 
voices by imitating the 
sounds of birds. Play a 
simple singing game 
based on the two-note 
‘cuckoo call’. Sharpen the 
children’s listening skills 
with a game of bird 
spotting: listening out for 
the ‘cuckoo call’ in 
Johann Strauss II’s lively 
Cuckoo polka. Then enjoy 
some expressive 
movement by 
encouraging the children 
to fly free to Vaughan 
Williams’s The lark 
ascending. 
 
Sing up 
Shake my sillies out 
A catchy, alliterative 
‘wake up, shake up’ song 
with actions, perfect for 
exploring pulse work. Use 
it to explore tempo, 
timbre, and playing with 
sounds. Go on to create a 

Sing up 
Up 
and down 
Up and down is a gentle action 
song with a rising and falling 
melody ideal for exploring 
pitch. In this unit, pupils will 
sing songs in steps using 
accompanying actions, and 
will go on to compose new 
lyrics and play simple melodies 
on pitched instruments 
 
Sing up 
Five fine bumble bees 
Five fine bumble bees is a 
counting song with bags of 
‘buzz’! In this unit, children 
will learn to sing the song in 
call-and-response, and there 
are opportunities for adding 
percussion and creating 
minibeast soundscapes. The 
activities in the unit are great 
for understanding changes in 
tempo and going on to 
responding to music through 
movement. 

Sing up 
Down there under the 
sea 
Down there under the 
sea paints a musical 
picture of marine life. 
The song and unit 
activities are great for 
exploring sea-themed 
soundscapes, composing 
new lyrics, creating 
instrumental sea 
accompaniments, and 
responding to music 
with movement. 
  
Sing up 
It’s oh so quiet 
 
This unit is all about 
dynamics. We’ll be 
listening to a fantastic 
and dynamically 
exciting song by the 
singer Björk called It’s 
oh so quiet, as well as 
experiencing dynamics 
for ourselves with our 
bodies, voices, and with 
instruments. We’ll get 
creative with using 
dynamics for dramatic 
effect and tune our ears 

Sing up 
Slap, clap, clap 
Slap clap clap 
is a rhythmic 
action song in 
waltz time, 
great for using 
to support 
coordination 
and aid 
concentration, 
and also for 
creating body 
percussion 
patterns and 
playing 
rhythms with 
untuned 
instruments. 
This song lends 
itself to playing 
clapping games 
and listening to 
a range of 
music in 3/4 
time. 
 
Sing up 
Bow, bow, 
Belinda 
This unit is 
based around a 
traditional 



Langley Moor Primary School – Reception Progression of Skills  

17 
 

tempo (fast/slow). 
They will have the 
chance to compose 
using percussion 
instruments and 
respond creatively to 
music in the form of 
movement and 
writing. 

lyrics, and play a 
range of percussion 
instruments. 

sound story with 
classroom percussion. 

into listening for 
dynamic sounds in our 
everyday lives at home 
and at school. 

North 
American song 
with 
accompanying 
partner dance. 
Children will 
learn the song 
and dance, 
play an 
accompaniment 
on tuned and 
untuned 
percussion 
instruments, 
and compose 
and perform 
new lyrics and 
actions. 

Being 
imaginative 
and 
expressive  
Role 
play,small 
world and 
performing 
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: 
pretend, story, 
imagination 
Level 2: real 
and imagined 
 

Imaginative 
play 
 
 

Children explore and 
recreate familiar 
experiences from 
home. 
Children access the 
resources in the 
staging area, using 
materials and 
instruments to 
support their games 
with adult support. 
 
 

Children explore a 
range of festivals and 
adapt this into their 
pretend play – Diwali, 
Bonfire Night, 
Christmas. 
 
 
 
 

Children re-enact 
familiar experiences from 
the wider world – e.g. 
going to the doctors, the 
dentist, police officers 
 
 

Children extend their play with 
more imaginative storylines. 
 
 
 

Children keep role-play 
going by building on 
other children’s ideas 
and working 
collaboratively as a 
group. 
 
 

Children build 
detailed 
storylines in 
their play. 
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Being 
imaginative 
and 
expressive 
 
Vocabulary 
Level 1: sing, 
percussion, 
perform 
Level 2: 
accompany, 
actor, 
musician 
 

Performing Children sing 
familiar Nursery 
Rhymes. 

Children learn a 
repertoire of songs 
and sing these for the 
Christmas 
Performance. 
 

Children create musical 
patterns using 
instruments. 

Children use the stage to retell 
familiar stories using props. 
 

Children use 
instruments 
cooperatively as part of 
their stage 
performances. 

Children 
prepare a 
repertoire of 
songs for the 
Reception 
Graduation 
and also have 
the confidence 
to speak. 
 


